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The safety of food contact materials is directly related to food safety. With the continuous development of

material technologies and manufacturing processes, the types of food contact materials have become
increasingly diverse, and the associated potential safety risks have also become more varied. The European Union
has established a relatively comprehensive regulatory framework for food contact materials and uses the Rapid
Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF) to notify and issue alerts on products presenting safety risks.

This issue summarizes the RASFF notifications concerning food contact materials in the first quarter of 2026. A
total of 34 notifications were recorded, of which 16 involved products from China, including one involving a
product from Taiwan, China. The analysis is as follows:

1. Analysis of the reason for the notification

The reasons for notification in this issue were mainly concentrated in three categories: risks associated with
hazardous chemical substances, sensory quality defects, and issues relating to procedural and compliance
documentation. Among these, hazardous chemical substance risks remained the primary factor leading to food
contact material notifications in this quarter. In terms of specific risk types, exceedances in the migration of
primary aromatic amines and metal elements were the most prominent, with 9 cases each, accounting for 24.32%
respectively. Sensory quality defects and exceedances in formaldehyde migration followed, with 4 cases each,

accounting for 10.81% respectively. See Figure 1 for details.

Figure1 Distribution chart of &  “Ranking” of Notification Reasons
notification reasons

M No. 1: Exceedance of primary aromatic amine migration and metal element migration (Each
accounting for 24.32%)
Analysis : In this quarter's notifications, exceedances of primary aromatic amine migration and metal

10.81%

element migration were jointly the leading causes of notification, with 9 cases each, accounting for

10.81%

8.11%
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5.41% nylon kitchenware and tableware, and the risk sources are generally linked to specific raw materials,

24.32% respectively. Exceedances of primary aromatic amine migration were mainly associated with

5.41% additives, dyes, or pigments used in the production of polyamide materials. Exceedances of metal
element migration mainly involved metal products. Under certain conditions, these risk substances may
; % migrate into food and pose potential adverse effects on human health. Therefore, they are both key
; dl% indicators of concern under the EU regulatory framework for food contact materials.
é M No. 2: Sensory quality defects and exceedance of formaldehyde migration (Each accounting for
10.81%)

n Primary aromatic amines migration exceeded the limit Analysis : In this quarter’'s notifications, sensory quality defects and exceedances of formaldehyde

. . . L. migration were jointly the second major category of notification reasons, with 4 cases each, accounting
= Migration of metallic elements exceeded the limit ) ) o ,
for 10.81% respectively. Sensory quality defects mainly included odour, detachment of foreign matter, or

Sensory quality defects other issues affecting the sensory quality of food, reflecting deficiencies in raw materials, manufacturing

. Formaldehyde migration exceeded the limit processes, or quality control. Exceedances of formaldehyde migration mainly involved plastic products

such as melamine tableware. Under certain conditions, relevant substances may migrate into food and
= |ssues related to procedural documents o
pose potential risks to consumer health.

Overall migration exceeded the limit ® No. 3: Issues relating to procedural and compliance documentation (Accounting for 8.11%)

m Melamine migration exceeded the limit Analysis : In this quarter’s notifications, issues relating to procedural and compliance documentation

3 . - appeared 3 times, accounting for 8.11%. These mainly included false product declarations, laboratory
m Phthalate migration exceeded the limit o ) )
reports not accepted at the border, and border rejection due to incomplete documentation. Although

= Bisphenol S migration such issues may not necessarily correspond directly to product safety defects, they can affect the

m VVolatile orga nic compou nds exceeded the limit regulatory authorities’ assessment of product compliance and may lead to border detention, rejection, or

. . further inspection. Relevant enterprises should ensure that declarations of compliance, test reports, and
= Food packaging contains MOH

technical documentation are authentic, complete, traceable, and consistent with the actual product

conditions and applicable regulatory requirements.
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2. Analysis of the Products for the notification

Figure 2 Distribution of notified product
types
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® No. 1: Plastic products (Accounting for 47.06%)

In this quarter’s notifications, plastic products were reported 16 times,

“Ranking” of Notified Product Types

Analysis :
accounting for 47.06%, making them the most frequently notified product type. The
notified products were mainly nylon kitchenware and tableware, as well as melamine
tableware. The non-compliances were concentrated in exceedances of primary
aromatic amine migration, formaldehyde migration, and melamine migration,
indicating that close attention should still be paid to raw material selection, material
formulation, and manufacturing process control for such products.

R No. 2: Other products (Accounting for 23.53%)

Analysis : In this quarter’s notifications, other products were reported 8 times,
accounting for 23.53%, ranking second among the notified product types. This
category mainly includes food contact products for which the material attributes or
product classification were not clearly specified in the original notification
information. The reasons for non-compliance were relatively diverse, involving
exceedances of metal element migration, sensory quality defects, and exceedances
of primary aromatic amine migration.

R No. 3: Metal products (Accounting for 20.59%)

Analysis : In this quarter’s notifications, metal products were reported 7 times, accounting for

20.59%, ranking third among the notified product types. The main reasons for notification included
exceedances of metal element migration and sensory quality defects. The products involved included
baking trays, meat slicers, and aluminium water bottles. These issues indicate that close attention
should still be paid to material selection and surface treatment control for certain metal food contact

products.

3. Analysis of the Countries for the notification

A total of 34 notification cases were recorded in this quarter, of which 16 involved products related to China,

accounting for 47.06%. In terms of monthly distribution, March recorded the highest number of notifications, with

15 cases in total, including 8 notifications concerning products from China. Regarding the notifying countries, a

total of 15 countries issued notifications in this quarter.

Italy reported the highest number of cases, with 6

notifications, accounting for 17.65% of the total, followed by Ireland with 5 notifications, accounting for 14.71%.

Figure 3 Notification of Chinese products
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Figure 4 Number of notifications by countries
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Appendix: The relevant limit requirements of the notification of chemical risk :

Law/Standard

/Command

Limits

Material/Products

Overall migration

Specific migration of 19

metals

Specific migration of

primary aromatic amines

Specific migration of

10mg/dm? or 60mg/kg

(EU)No 10/2011 and its

amendments

See the regulatory requirements for details

Not Detected

See the regulatory requirements for details

Plastic products

phthalates
Specific migration of
(EU)No 10/2011 and its 15mg/kg
formaldehyde
amendments Melamine plastic products
Specific migration of
(EU)No 284/2011 2.5mg/kg
melamine
Food Contact Materials and
Bisphenol S (EU) 2024/3190 Prohibited
Products
Arsenic Not Detected
o Fiche MCDA N°2 (V01- Ceramic, glass and enamel
Aluminium 1mg/kg
01/05/2016) products
Cobalt 0.02mg/kg

Release of 24 Metals

EDQM Technical Guide

Resolution CM/Res(2020)9

See the guideline requirements for details

Metal and Alloy Products

Volatile substance content

BfR Recommendation XV

0.5%

Silicone rubber products

MOAH

MOSH

Arrété du 13 avril 2022

IMineral Oil Aromatic Hydrocarbons containing 1
to 7 aromatic rings: 1000 ppm (in ink); Mineral
Oil Aromatic Hydrocarbons containing 3to 7

aromatic rings: 1 ppm (in ink)

Packaging and Print Products

Mineral Oil Saturated Hydrocarbons containing

16 to 35 carbon atoms: 1000 ppm (in ink)

Referenced Websites:

® https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/rasff-window/portal/?event=SearchForm&cleanSearch=1
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MiR: BIRAFTEP

FESHEXRESERK:

B &R AR/ AR/ RS FRIE 7/
LHEITIBE 10mg/dm’ or 60mg/kg
ERIBE19M FREME K
(EU)No 10/2011 R EL8ITR BRI
NRFEERI%SE PN vt
PBR_HRETRE AR E K
BHETBE (EU)NO 10/2011 R EEITR; 15mg/kg
BRI &
=RERIBE (EU)No 284/2011 2.5mg/kg
MBS (EU) 2024/3190 ZH B iR & H &
il PN vt
Fiche MCDA N°2 (V01- . .
iz Tmg/kg ME. BERELS S
01/05/2016)
5] 0.02mg/kg
EDQM Technical Guide Resolution
MMM ERHERKNE EFREREX EEREEHM
CM/Res(2020)9
EEMLEY BfR Recommendation XV 0.5% TEAR R AR
BE1HINBEERNT YRS R
(MOAH) : 1000 ppm (fEMmE&H)
MOAH
Areté du 13 avril 2022 BEIFNINBERNY YHBSIZE Y-
rrété du 13 avri (MOAH) : 1 ppm (FEHED) il om
MOSH BEI16Z35 M REFIY YHIBE
(MOSH) : 1000 ppm (7EH&d)
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